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February 10, 2010 

To: Stephen Parry 

Re: International Flying Dutchman Class 2010 Worlds 

 

Dear Stephan, 

The Santa Cruz Yacht Club is privileged to hold the World Championship for the International 

Flying Dutchman Class. As you might recall we hosted the Flying Dutchman North Americans in 2008, 

and will host the Nationals in May 2010. The Santa Cruz Yacht Club, along with the U.S. FD Class 

Association wishes to extend a formal invitation to all Flying Dutchman sailors to attend the 2012 FD 

World Championships in Santa Cruz, California. 

The Santa Cruz Yacht Club has hosted the 505 Worlds (three times), Melges 24 Worlds, Tornado 

US Olympic Trials, Laser Worlds, A Cat North Americans, Clipper Round the World Regatta, Moore 24 

Nationals (4 times), Santa Cruz 27 Nationals (7 times), Olson 30 Nationals (3 Times), Catalina 30 

Nationals, Santana 22 Nationals (5 times) as well as a host of other regattas.  Santa Cruz (Monterey Bay) 

is known worldwide for its terrific weather, fantastic breezes and world-class sailing conditions.   

Our club facilities, grounds and city are a perfect fit for hosting regattas including storage, 

measurement areas, housing, the proximity to airports and numerous recreational venues.  

As you may or may not know, SCYC consistently runs world-class events every year, and is proud 

to have a deep pool of very qualified race management, operations and infrastructure personnel. Based 

on this, and our past experiences, we are very excited about the prospect of hosting another truly 

world-class event for this class. Accommodations, communications and container logistics requirements 

can be readily provided by our organization. 

 

Thank you for your confirmation of the event site. We are excited and anxious to get started on 

all of the intricacies of holding such an event. 

The year 2012 will be here before we know it! 

Sincerely, 

Bret Gripenstraw 
Commodore Bret Gripenstraw (current) 

Santa Cruz Yacht Club 
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Mr. Stephen Parry                                                                              February 10, 2010 

VP Championship 

International Flying Dutchman Class 

 

Dear Mr. Parry, 

                         The Santa Cruz Yacht Club (SCYC) has hosted over 7 World and 20 National 

Championships.  The Monterey Bay is host to some of the most beautiful sites in the world. The area is 

resplendent with a myriad of wildlife. Our environment is one of the cleanest on earth and is protected 

through the Monterey Bay Wildlife Sanctuary. The club, along with the U.S. FD Class Association is 

excited to hold the 2012 FD World Championships in Santa Cruz, California. 

In 2012, I will be the Commodore of the SCYC. I am very excited about this event and expect it to be the 

focus of my efforts during the 2012 summer. Greg Haws, the SCYC club manager, proposed the concept 

ƻŦ ŀƴ C5 ²ƻǊƭŘΩǎ ƛƴ {ŀƴǘŀ /ǊǳȊ in 2008. We have both been very excited about this prospect and wish to 

assure you that our club is fully committed to make this an exciting, organized, memorable 

Championship for both competitors and family. We expect to have spectator boats and organized family 

events, for those interested. 

September affords us, here in Santa Cruz, with some of the most favorable weather anywhere in the 

world; particularly in terms of temperature and the potential for a consistent, predictable good breeze. 

It will follow άƘƛƎƘέ ǘƻǳǊƛǎǘ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΦ The number of tourists and children (they will be in school) will have 

diminished. However, some of our best weather occurs during the month of September. Our average 

ǿƛƴŘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀōƻǾŜ мп ƳƛƭŜǎ ǇŜǊ ƘƻǳǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜƳǇŜǊŀǘǳǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘ тлΩǎ όCΦύΦ Because of that, 

we scheduled ǘƘŜ CƭȅƛƴƎ 5ǳǘŎƘƳŀƴ ²ƻǊƭŘΩǎ /ƘŀƳǇƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ŜǾŜƴǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƛƳŜ.  

Our club facilities have undergone, and continue to go through significant upgrades. Particularly 

improved has been the Sailing Center. Expanded floating dockage, additional ramp capability and an 

upgraded lot facility are just some of the specifics.  We have also increased the number of chase boats, 

and have a significant number of members who are interested in supporting the event through the use 

of their boats SCYC will always be focused on the safety of the participants. There is a US Coast Guard 

station resident within the harbor. We sail in the open ocean and are acutely aware of the 

responsibilities of the club for the safety of the participants. We have several internationally recognized 

twhΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŀǊ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎκŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜ ŀǊŜŀ (who managed World 

Championships). 
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As you know, SCYC consistently runs world class events every year, and is proud to have a deep pool of 

very qualified race management, operations and infrastructure personnel. Based on this, and building 

on our past experiences, we are very excited about the prospect of hosting another truly world class 

event for the class. To that end we are expecting to support the effort through the 120 members that 

have mentioned their intent to actively participate and support. To you, that means that 120 of our 

members are targeted to support the proposed FD Championships with their voluntary support.  

Accommodation, communication, and container logistics requirements can be readily provided by our 

organization as well as the US FD Association. And based on the track record of prior events and our 

responses from sponsors during the years that have followed, we see no obstacles to securing 

significant sponsorship. 

We are excited that the final selection for the 2012 event location is Santa Cruz. We all look forward to a 

memorable event for all the Flying Dutchman sailors and families in Santa Cruz! 

 

September 2012 will be here before we know it! 

 

 

                                                                          Sincerely, 

                 Michael Wood 
                                                                          Year 2012 Commodore (future) 

                                                                          Santa Cruz Yacht Club 
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More Information  

http://www.Flying Dutchman World Championships, 2012 
 

 
 

Santa Cruz Yacht Club 244 Fourth Avenue, Santa Cruz, California 95062  

http://www.calfd.org/Links/Worlds/index3.html
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Overview 
 

The Flying Dutchman Association of the United States, in conjunction with the Santa Cruz Yacht Club, is 
pleased to host the 2012 Flying Dutchman World Championships in the open ocean waters off Santa 
Cruz, California.  

We believe that the Santa Cruz area, where Flying Dutchman crews and families have previously enjoyed 
international competition and between-race entertainment, represents one of the finest sailing and 
recreational venues available anywhere. The experience of the local yacht club in hosting outstanding 
national and world-level events with its informal, friendly and dedicated club members is recognized 
widely in the Northern California sailing community and by many competitive sailors worldwide.  

The seas off Lighthouse Point in Santa Cruz are blessed with daily, westerly winds of 15 to 20 knots and 
impressive, wind-driven swells that can drive the Flying Dutchman to speeds only dreamed about by bay 
and lake sailors. It is not uncommon to plane to weather accompanied by leaping harbor seals, sea 
lions, dolphins and occasional whales. At dayôs end exhilarated racers can enjoy the warmth and beauty 
of the small harbor as they discuss starts, crazy mark rounding and other race highlights.  

Family and friends can choose to watch the racing, or they can partake of the area's many recreational 
possibilities, including shopping, hiking in the redwoods, swimming or relaxing at the beach, surfing, or 
even enjoying the thrill of riding a vintage wooden roller coaster at the historic Santa Cruz Beach and 
Boardwalk.  

The organizing committee is comprised of experienced Flying Dutchman sailors, business leaders, staff 
members and club volunteers, all of whom are dedicated to making this championship event one that will 
be remembered for years to come.  

The United States can offer no better combination of shore facilities, sailing venue, entertainment, and 
qualified committee members to host the 2012 Flying Dutchman World Championships. SCYC has 
hosted over 7 Worldôs Championships, and 40 National Championships. 
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Location 
 

Santa Cruz, California is situated at the northern tip of Monterey Bay and the open waters of the Pacific 
Ocean. Just 70 miles south of San Francisco's International airport and 35 miles southwest of San Jose 
and the Norman Y. Mineta San Jose International Airport, Santa Cruz is sometimes referred to as Silicon 
Beach because of its high tech industries.  

 

 
 
 
 
Santa Cruz' popular summertime beaches are backed up to the beautiful redwood-laden Santa Cruz 
mountains, and its close proximity to the scenic Monterey Peninsula allows for easy day trips for fun 
seeking vacationers. The world-renowned Napa Valley wine-growing region and breathtaking Yosemite 
National Park are popular overnight vacation destinations.  

 

Santa Cruz California is known as a resort destination. With its location less than two hours south of San 
Francisco and the historic San Francisco Bay, it offers many attractions to visitors. Numerous hotels, car 
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rentals and campsites are readily available for visitors to the area. The harbor is serviced by various taxi 
companies and is located close to bus stops, making travel throughout the city and surrounding areas 
both expedient and inexpensive. West Marine is just a short distance from the yacht club.   
 
Local attractions include the world famous Santa Cruz boardwalk, the Monterey Peninsula and many 
renowned North Coast wineries. . Boutique shopping can be found in downtown Santa Cruz and nearby 
Capitola Village, where many of the shops display the diverse wares of talented local artisans and 
craftspeople.  The Monterey Peninsula is home to the shopping Mecca of Carmel, the Monterey aquarium 
plus the historic areas of Cannery Row and the old pier, which for years were the center of the California 
Sardine fishery. Also in Carmel is the Hog's Breath Inn; where one can occasionally bump into Clint 
Eastwood playing the part of the friendly landlord. For those who may want to golf there are courses all 
around the area to suit most price points and abilities. 
 
Santa Cruz has its own spectacular beaches and an amusement area featuring one of the oldest roller 
coasters in the US plus a carousel ride that dates back to the late 19th century (part of the Santa Cruz 
Boardwalk). As befits a resort destination with its own University and a great following with the younger 
set there is a wide selection of accommodation and an even wider selection of eating and drinking 
establishments. If the Santa Cruz scene gets a little too hectic, then a short drive up the coast takes you 
to majestic Redwoods and scenic views of the California Coast. Seals and sea otters are frequently seen 
and whale watching is also a popular activity. 
 
If you would like to take an on line view of Santa Cruz, please try the real time camera at: 
http://www.stagecoach-wireless.com/Cameras/SCSH/SCSH.htm. 
Or a virtual pictorial tour:  
http://travel.yahoo.com/p-travelguide-4404043-santa_cruz_slideshow-
i;_ylt=Ai4dg5.4g6g5jaflbPlANLfMPWoL 
 
More important than all of this, is the excellent sailing that can be enjoyed out of the Santa Cruz yacht 
club. Frequent steady winds (15 - 25) are common and with moderate seas being the norm the sailing 
can be spectacular. With great sailing conditions and something for all the family Santa Cruz is a great 
destination that should be in your plans for 2012.  
 

http://www.stagecoach-wireless.com/Cameras/SCSH/SCSH.htm
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Schedule 
 

¶ September 24, 2012 Welcome Committee On Site  

¶ September 21-23, 20011 North American Championships Race Days 

¶ September 25, 2012 World Championships Welcoming Ceremony 

¶ September 25-26, 2012 Measurement Days 

¶ September 27-30, 2012 World Championship Race Days 

¶ September 28, 2012 Social Function 

¶ September 30, 2012 World Championship Awards 
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 Shore Facilities 
The Santa Cruz Yacht Club, situated among native oak trees on a rise above the Santa Cruz Yacht 
Harbor, looks down on a paved and fenced dry storage area, which is capable of handling a fleet of one 
hundred and fifty Flying Dutchman and an appropriate sized regatta tent. The club's close proximity to 
three dolly ramps and a two-ton hoist make it ideal to stage a championship series of this size. There is 
easy access to harbor and club shower facilities -  as well as boat wash-down facilities. 

  
Located within the harbor area are several restaurants, marine stores and other retail operations. Within 
a mile or two of the harbor is a West Marine outlet, Santa Cruz and Larsen Sail makers as well as 
WaterRat Sailboats and other boat repair facilities. Numerous hotels, car rentals and campsites are also 
readily available for visitors to the area. The harbor is serviced by various taxi companies and is located 
close to bus stops, making travel throughout the city and surrounding areas both expedient and 
inexpensive. The Santa Cruz Beach Boardwalk with its historic wooden roller coaster is the West 
Coast's last remaining seaside amusement park the perfect place for thrill-seeking family members and 
sailors to enjoy an evening after a full day on the water. Boutique shopping can be found in downtown 
Santa Cruz and nearby Capitola Village, where many of the shops display the diverse wares of talented 

local artisans and craftspeople.  
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Sailing Waters 
 

The sailing in Santa Cruz is some of the best in the world. During the Worlds the designated sailing area 
is located in open ocean, approximately month of August, westerly winds develop around 11:00 a.m., 
1.25 miles due south from the harbor, an area that is far enough from eventually kicking up to 15 to 25 
knots in the afternoon. Wind driven sailing is to be free from currents, kelp and land-effect winds. Swells 
also increase throughout the day, ensuring great surfing and entertaining mark rounding. 
 

  


